The Gospels and Ethics
William Loader

It is always a pleasure to speak about the Gospels and it is a special pleasure and honour to be able
to do so before you here in Moscow. | am one of many who have been enriched by Russian culture.
It was, for instance, Peter Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake and 1812 Overture which first introduced me to
classical music and | could say much more.

In this lecture | want to approach the issue of ethics in the Gospels by focusing on a particular
passage as we find it in Mark, and then in Matthew and Luke. It is the story about Jesus’ encounter
with the rich man in Mark 10:17-22, described as the rich young man in Matthew (19:16-22), and as
the rich ruler in Luke (18:18-23). In doing so we shall also reflect on the ethical approach of each
gospel, also including John, though John does not recount this story.

| am using the standard Russian Synodal Bible translation (CuHoganbHbIM Nnepesog), made in the 19"
century, but where relevant | shall also draw attention to the most recent editions of the Greek
texts, based on the discovery in the last 150 years of many more ancient manuscripts.

The Story in Mark

7 Korpa Bbixoaun OH B NyTb, Noa6exan HeKTo, Nan npes HUm Ha Konenun u cnpocun Ero: Yuutens
6narunii!l 4yTo MHe genaTb, YTOObI Hac1e40BaTb XKU3Hb BEYHYIO?

1 Mucyc ckasan emy: YTo Tbl HasbiBaelwb MeHs 61arum? HUKTO He 6.1ar, Kak TobKO oAuH bor.

¥ 3Haewwb 3anosBean: He NpentoboaeiicTyi, He yBUBaIA, HE KPaay, He MKECBUAETENbCTBY, He
obuxKali, noymTal oTLa TBOEro U MaTb.

22 OH ke cKasan Emy B oTBET: YunTenb! BCE 3TO COXPAaHWUA A OT FOHOCTU MOE.

! incyc, B3rNAHyB Ha Hero, NONOGUA ero 1 cKasan emy: OAHOro Tebe HeAoCTaeT: NoMAM, BCE, UTO
MMeellb, TpoAal 1 pasaan HUWMM, 1 Byaellb UMeTb COKPOBULLE HA Hebecax; U NPUXoAM, noc/ieayn
3a MHoI0, B3fIB KpecT.

22 OH e, CMYTUBLLWCb OT CErO C/I0Ba, OTOLLEA C MEeYanblo, MOTOMY YTO Y HEro 6bi10 60/ibLIOe
UMeHMe.

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus said to him,

“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone.

19 You know the commandments:

“Do not murder; Do not commit adultery; Do not steal; Do not bear false witness;

Do not defraud; Honor your father and mother’.”

20 He said to him, "Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth."

21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you

own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”
22 When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions

(Mark 10:17-22)



The passage raises a number of questions. First we have the rich man’s own question. It is perhaps
the most important question one can ask. He is asking about eternal life. This is not primarily about
life after death, but about receiving the life God gives here and now which is eternal.

Perhaps our most important question in trying to understand the text is: what was missing in the
rich man’s response? Was he wrong to try to keep all the commandments? Surely not, because that
was what Jesus told him to do. Did he miss out on keeping one of the commandments, like “Do not
covet” (He xenan)? Surely not, because it is Jesus who lists the commandments, not the man. Was
Jesus deliberately giving the wrong answer? Surely not. Indeed Mark tells us that Jesus looked at him
with some affection, implying that he was right to try to keep the commandments.

Jesus exposes what was missing in the man’s response by challenging him to share his wealth with
the poor and to follow him. Jesus did not ask everyone to sell their possessions and join his group of
followers as they moved around Galilee. He told some people to stay where they were and be
disciples, to be his followers but not in a literal sense. Whether they stayed at home or joined him on
the road, to live the Jesus way was to keep the commandments with a heart open to the poor. If
compassion for the poor is not part of your keeping the commandments, then something is missing.
For Jesus, keeping the commandments cannot simply be not doing anything wrong, ticking the
boxes. It is about interpreting the commandments as part of loving God and loving one’s neighbour.
Later in Mark, Jesus responds to a scribe who asks about the greatest commandment by declaring
that the greatest commandment is to love God and second greatest, to love one’s neighbour as
oneself (12:28-34).

Mark and Ethics

In Mark’s gospel the way to have and keep eternal life is to keep, above all, the central ethical
commandments as understood by Jesus. Mark portrays Jesus as setting aside other commandments,
such as those concerned with food laws and purity laws (Mark 7:1-23). In that sense his approach is
close to Paul’s, though Paul is even more radical in claiming that the basis for ethics is no longer the
commandments at all but walking by the Spirit (Gal 5:16-25; Rom 8:1-4). The fruit of the Spirit
certainly matches what the commandments demand, but love, its chief fruit, is generated from
within by the love first shown to us. So Paul would probably not have answered the rich man’s
guestion by citing the commandments, but instead have pointed to a relationship with Jesus through
the Spirit.

The Story in Luke

We turn to the version of the story in Matthew and Luke. The most widely accepted understanding
of the way the gospels relate to each other is that both Matthew and Luke used Mark as their main
source, which they supplemented with some material they shared in common, commonly called “Q”
(German: “Quelle” meaning Source) and material distinctive to each. The story comes in the same
order in each gospel. Matthew and Luke follow Mark’s order.

We look first at Luke’s version because it is almost an exact copy of Mark’s story. You have the two
texts before you, Mark’s and Luke’s.



Mark 10

Luke 18

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up
and knelt before him, and asked him,

“Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal
life?” 18 Jesus said to him,

“Why do you call me good? No one is good but
God alone.

19 You know the commandments:

“Do not murder; Do not commit adultery;

Do not steal; Do not bear false witness;

Do not defraud;

Honor your father and mother’.”

20 He said to him, "Teacher, | have kept all
these since my youth."

21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him

and said,

“You lack one thing; go, sell what you

own, and give the money to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow
me.”

22 When he heard this, he was shocked and
went away grieving, for he had many
possessions

18 A certain ruler asked him,

"Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal
life?" 19 Jesus said to him,

"Why do you call me good? No one is good but
God alone.

20 You know the commandments:

“Do not commit adultery; Do not murder;

Do not steal; Do not bear false witness;

Honor your father and mother.""
21 He replied, "I have kept all
these since my youth."

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him,
"There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you
own and distribute the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me."

23 But when he heard this, he became sad; for
he was very rich.

Ot Mapka 10

Ot Jlykn 18

" Korpa Bbixoaun OH B NyTb, NOAGEXKaN HEKTO,
nan npeg, HUM Ha KoneHu u cnpocun Ero:
Yuutenob 6naruit! yto mHe aenatb, YTObLI
HacnenoBaTb XU3Hb BEUYHYIO?

® Mucyc ckasan emy: 4To Tl HasbiBaellb MeHs
6narmm? HUKTO He 621ar, Kak TONbKO OAMH Bor.
¥ 3Haewb 3anoseau: He npentobogeiicTayit, He
ybu1Bai, He Kpaam, He KECBUAETENbCTBYH, He
06uKai, nounTai oTua TBOEro 1 MaTb.

22 OH ke ckasan Emy B otBeT: Yuutens!

BCE 3TO COXPaHMA A OT IOHOCTU MOE.

! ncyc, B3rnAHYB Ha Hero, Nonto6un ero u
CKaszan

emy: ogHoro Tebe HegoCTaeT:

nomnam, BCE, 4To MMeeLlb, NPOAAN 1 paspan
HULWMM, U Byaellb MMETb COKPOBMILLIE Ha
Hebecax; 1 npuxoau, nocneayn 3a MHoto,
B3AB KpecT.

22 OH ke, CMYTUBLLMCb OT CEro C/I0Ba, OTOLLEN C
neyanbio, MOTOMY YTO y Hero 6bis10 6osbLoe
nmeHwue.

1 cnpocun Ero HEKTO M3 HaYaNbCTBYIOLLMX:
Yuutenb 6naruii!l yto mHe aenatb, YTO6LI
Hacnef0BaTb *KMU3Hb BEYHYHO?

" Mucyc ckasan emy: uTo Tbl HasbiBaellb MeHs
61arMm? HUKTO He 61ar, Kak TONbKO OAuH bor;
2% 3haewwb 3an0BeaM: He NpentoboaeiicTayii, He
ybuBal, He Kpaau, He KeCBUAETENbCTBYH,
NouymnTai OTLA TBOETO M MaTepb TBOIO.

21 OH e ckasan:

BCE 3TO COXPAHWUA A OT IOHOCTU MOEA.

22 ycnbiwas 310, MKcyc cKasan

emy: elle O4HOro HeagocTaeT Tebe:

BCE, YTO MMeeLlb, NPoAaN 1 pasgan
HUWMM, 1 Byaellb MMETb COKPOBMLLLE Ha
Hebecax, 1 npuxoau, chegyh 3a MHoto.

23 OH e, YCAbIWaB CUe, oneyaanscs,
NoTOMy 4TO BbiN OYeHb Horat




Luke’s version is almost identical to Mark’s. The differences are minor. He cuts the details at the

beginning. He adds that the man was a ruler, probably to explain how he became rich. He omits “Do

not defraud” (He obuskait) from the list of commandments because it is not in the ten
commandments. He omits that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Both Matthew and Luke tend to

drop detail about Jesus’ emotions. In the list of commandments he puts “Do not commit adultery”

first. This is the order in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament. The Hebrew text
has “Do not murder” first. This is the order which Matthew follows and also the order found in the

best Greek manuscripts of Mark. We shall return to Luke’s version and what it tells us about ethics in

Luke after first looking at Matthew.

The Story in Matthew

Matthew also follows Mark closely, but also makes some interesting changes. We shall look at a few

verses at a time.

Mark 10

Matthew 19

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up
and knelt before him, and asked him,

“Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal
life?”

18 Jesus said to him,

“Why do you call me good?

No one is good but God alone

AN

Then someone came to him and said,

"A Teacher, what good deed must | do to have
eternal life?"

17 And he said to him,

"Why do you ask me about what is good?
There is only one who is good.

Ot Mapka 10

Ot MaTden 19

Korga sbixoann OH B nyTb, noabexan HEKTO, nNan
npes HUm Ha KoneHu n cnpocun Ero:

Yuutensb 6naruit! yto mHe aenatb,

4TOObI HACNIE0BATL KM3Hb BEYHYIO?

® Mucyc ckasan emy: 4To Tl HasbiBaellb MeHs
6narmm? HUKTO He 621ar, Kak TONbKO OAMH Bor.

AN

B BOT, HEKTO, NoAonaA, ckasan Emy:
Yuutenb bnaruii! yto caenatb MHe fobporo,
YTOObI UMETb *KMU3Hb BEYHYIO?

7 OH e cKasan emy: UTo Tbl HasbiBaellb MeHs
6narmm? HUKTO He 621ar, Kak TONbKO OAMH Bor.

Like Luke, Matthew drops the detail at the beginning. He slightly changes the man’s question so that

it focuses on what good the man must do. The rest is identical to Mark. The fuller manuscript

tradition now indicates that Matthew’s text in these verses did not originally have “Good teacher”

(YunTenb 6naruii!) but only “teacher” (Yuntens!) and had Jesus respond by saying “Why do you ask

me about what is good?” (3auem Tbl cnpawmBaewb MeHs o 61arom?). Perhaps Matthew wanted to

avoid the danger that people may misunderstood Jesus as saying he was not good.

Mark

Matthew

19 You know the commandments:

‘Do not murder;

If you wish to enter into life,

keep the commandments."

18 He said to him, "Which ones?"
And Jesus said,

"You shall not murder;




Do not commit adultery; You shall not commit adultery;

Do not steal; You shall not steal;
Do not bear false witness; You shall not bear false witness;
Do not defraud; AN
Honor your father and mother’.” 19 Honor your father and mother;
also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself."
OT Mapka 10 Ot MaTden 19
*3paewsb 3anoseau: Ecnv »Ke xouellb BOMTYU B KM3Hb [BEYHYIO],

cobnoau 3anoseau.
8 roBopuT EMy: Kakmne?
Nucyc e ckasan:

He npentobonencTeym, He ybuBai;

He ybuBaMn, He npentbonencTeyi;

He KpagM, He MKEeCBULETENbCTBYH, He Kpaau; He JKeCBUAETENbCTBYY;
He obuxKall,

noumTail OTLA TBOErO M MaTb.
% nounTaii oTua U maTb;

n: ntobu BAXKHEro TBoero, Kak camoro cebs.

Here we can see that Matthew has made some revisions. He has Jesus repeat the substance of the
man’s question saying to him, “If you want to enter life”. He then has the man ask which
commandments. Jesus then lists the commandments as in Mark, but with significant minor
differences. First, as we noticed in discussing Luke, in the best manuscripts Mark’s list begins with
“Do not murder” and Matthew follows this. Like Luke, Matthew omits “Do not defraud” (He obukait)
because it is not part of the ten commandments. In addition Matthew changes what in Mark (and
Luke) is simply “Do not murder, do not commit adultery” to “You shall not murder, you shall not
commit adultery”. | am not sure that this difference can be reproduced in Russian, but the difference
is very clear in Greek: “Do not murder” (uf) @oveong me phoneuseis); “you shall not murder” (o0
(povevuoel¢ ou phoneuseis). Matthew has changed the Greek so that it exactly cites the form used in
the ten commandments. He even adds at the beginning of the list the article t0, meaning something
like “the ones you know from the ten commandments”. Matthew then adds from Leviticus 19:18
“and ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself’” (n: ntobu 6amxkHero TBoero, Kak camoro ceb6s). This
addition matches the emphasis on compassion and love which is the point of the story in Mark.
Adding it strengthens Jesus’ point in what follows.

Mark 10 Matthew 19

20 He said to him, 20 The young man said to him, "I have kept all

"Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth." these AA

21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, AN

“You lack one thing; what do | still lack?"
21 Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be
perfect/mature,

go, sell what you own, and go, sell your possessions, and

give the money to the poor, and give the money to the poor, and




you will have treasure in heaven;
then come, follow me.”

22 When he heard this,

he was shocked

and went away grieving,

for he had many possessions

you will have treasure in heaven;
then come, follow me."

22 When the young man heard
this word,

he went away grieving,

for he had many possessions.

Ot Mapka 10

Ot MaTden 19

2 OH ke cKasan Emy B oTBeET:

Yuntenb! BCE 3TO COXpaHWUA A OT FOHOCTU MOEN.
! ncyc, B3rNAHYB Ha Hero, Noso6un ero u
CKasan emy: ofHoro Tebe HegOCTaEeT:

nomnam, BCE, 4To MMeeLlb, NPOSAN 1 pa3pan
HULLMM, 1 Byaelwb MMETb COKPOBULLE Ha
Hebecax; u npuxoau, nocneanym sa MHoto,
B35B KpecT.

22 OH e, CMYTUBLLMUCb OT CEro C/10Ba, OTOLLEN C
neyanbio, MOTOMY YTO Yy Hero 6bi10 6osbLoe
UMEHMe.

2OHowa rosoput Emy:
BCE 3TO COXPAHWUA A OT FOHOCTU Moel;

Yero elle HegocTaeT MHe?

! ncyc ckasan emy: ecim xouellb 6biTb
COBEpPLUEHHbIM,

nomnamn, Nnpoaal UMeHue TBOE 1 pasgai
HULLMM; U Byaellb MMETb COKPOBULLE Ha
Hebecax; 1 npmxogu u cneayh 3a MHoto.

22y CnbIlaB C/I0BO CMe, HOHOLWA OTOLLEN C
neyanbto, MOTOMY YTO y Hero bbiio 6osbluoe
nmeHue.

The first striking change is that Matthew now describes the rich man as a “young” man (KOHowa).

Mark has the man look back on his youth. The best manuscripts of Matthew do not have the words

“from my youth” (oT toHocTn moelt) and reflect that Matthew depicts him as a young man. Why? The

answer probably lies in Matthew’s next significant addition. Only Matthew has the words, “Jesus

m

said to him ‘If you want to be perfect,

(Mncyc ckasan emy: ecnm xodewb 6bITb coBepweHHbIM). The

Greek word used here for “perfect” (coBepLieHHbIM), TEAELOG, can also mean “mature” or “grown

up”. Matthew is playing with the image of being immature and mature. The young man needs to
grow up in his faith. What then follows is similar to what we find in Mark. Matthew’s version also

has Jesus expose what was lacking in the young man’s obedience to the commandments. His

addition of “And you shall love your neighbour as yourself” (1: ntobu 6aumxkHero TBoero, Kak camoro

cebs) reinforced the message.

Some have divided up Matthew’s passage as though Jesus was suggesting two levels of discipleship:

ordinary Christians and perfect Christians. This is unlikely. Earlier in Matthew has Jesus declare: “Be

perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (5:48). This is directed to all believers and means we are

all called to total obedience. There is only one way of obeying God and that is with one’s whole

heart and mind and strength. Like Mark, Matthew see this as what it means to have a grown up

approach to faith and obedience.

Matthew and Ethics

Matthew’s gospel is written in a community with a strongly Jewish background and probably in a
setting under local Jewish administration (23:2). The source which Matthew shares with Luke




alongside Mark, called “Q” has a saying of Jesus which declares that the biblical Law and
commandments remain in force.

For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass
from the law until all is accomplished.

M60 UCTUHHO roBOPIO BaM: LOKO/E He NpengeT Hebo 1 3eMNA, HU OAHa MOTa UK HU OfHA YepTa He
npenaeT U3 3aKoHa, NoKa He UcnonHuTcs Bee. (5:18).

He reinforces this claim both before and after this saying with the words:
Do not think that | have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have come not to abolish but to fulfil
He fiymaliTe, 4To Al NpuLLen HapyLLIMTb 3aKOH MW NPOPOKOB: HE HapyLWKUTb Npuwen A, HO UCNONHUTb
(5:17)

and afterwards:
Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the
same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven.
MNTaK, KTO HapyLWuT 0gHY M3 3aN0oBeAelN CUX MaNeMLLIMX U HAyuUT TaK N04ei, TOT Manenlnm HapedeTca
B LlapcTBe HebecHOM; a KTO COTBOPUT M HayuuT, TOT BENMKMM HapeyeTcs B LlapctBe HebecHom. (5:19)

Luke’s version is similar:
It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one stroke of a letter in the law to be dropped.
Ho ckopee Hebo v 3emns NpenayT, HeXenu ogHa YepTa U3 3akoHa nponager. (16:17)

According to Matthew, following Jesus means keeping the whole Law and acknowledging Jesus as its
interpreter. Matthew differs from Mark in not setting any of the Law aside. He revises the story in
Mark 7:1-23 which Mark interprets as Jesus declaring all foods clean by removing this claim. Instead
he depicts Jesus as saying: not so much what enters a person makes a person unclean but what
comes out of a person. All laws, including food and purity laws, matter. It is just a matter of
priorities. We see this in his statement about tithing:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected the
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practised without
neglecting the others.

Fope Bam, KHUXKHUMKKM U hapucemn, MLEMEPDI, YTO AaeTe AeCATUHY C MATbI, aHUCa MU TMUHA, U OCTaBUAN
Ba)KHelLee B 3aKOHE: CyA, MUIOCTb U BEPY; CMe Haa/exKano AenaTb, U TOro He ocTaBAATh. (23:23)

In other words nothing is to be set aside, not even the tithing of tiny plants.

But notice that Matthew does not treat every part of the Law as equal. There are priorities. In all his
descriptions of Jesus’ ethical teaching Matthew shows love and compassion as what matters most.
This is more than concern about actions. It is also concern about attitudes. So not just murder, but
also hateful anger. Not just adultery, but adulterous attitudes. Like Rabbi Hillel who declared that
the essence of the Law is not doing to another what one would not want done to oneself, Matthew’s
Jesus declares:

In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.



NTaK BO BCEM, KaK XOTUTE, YTOObI C BaMM NOCTyNaau A04M, Tak NOCTyNaiTe 1 Bbl C HUMK, MO0 B 3TOM

3aKOH U NPOpoKMK. (7:12)

Luke and Ethics

Luke’s ethical perspective is similar, though he knows of some exceptions. The only basis for

exceptions to keeping all of the Law is where there has been divine intervention to indicate change.

Luke depicts this as happening in his second volume, the Book of Acts, where Peter sees a vision
which he understands as God telling him it is acceptable for him to visit a Gentile’s house (Acts 10:9-

16). His vision persuaded most other believers that they should no longer require that Gentiles be

circumcised when joining God’s people, the requirement set out in Genesis 17 (Acts 15:1-21). We

learn from Luke’s history but also from reading Paul’s letters, written around 30 years earlier, that
the first believers were divided over whether or not to insist that Gentiles keep all the

commandments relating to them and, even more importantly, that believing Jews keep all the laws
which controlled how they related to gentiles. Paul reports conflict about this in Galatians 2:11-14.

Paul insisted that there was a new basis for relating to God through Jesus and that all laws which

separated Jews and Gentiles should be set aside. Indeed the basis for ethics is Jesus not the Law. He
argued that when people walk in the Spirit of Jesus they more than fulfil all that the Law required

(Galatians 5:13-23; Romans 8:1-4).

Mark, as we saw, was similar. He depicted Jesus setting such food and purity laws aside and his
narrative celebrated this fact by the way it told the stories of the feedings of the 5000 (6:32-44) and
the 4000 (8:1-9). In between them he reports that Jesus set aside the barriers (7:1-23). In the feeding
of the 5000 Jesus feeds Jews, symbolised by the 12 baskets being collected afterwards and in the
feeding of the 4000 Jesus feeds gentiles, symbolised by the universal figure of 7 baskets of leftovers

(8:14-21).

Luke has reinforced the message of Mark’s story of Jesus and the rich man in a very creative way.

Luke 10:25-27

Mark 12:28-34

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,”
he said,

“what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do
you read there?” He answered,

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”

One of the scribes ... asked him,

"Which commandment is the first of all?"

Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord
our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”

Luke 18:18-19

Mark 10:17

A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and
knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

Ot Nlykn 10:25-27

Ot Mapka 12:28-34

25

M BOT, 04MH 3aKOHHUK BCTan U, uckywas Ero,
CKasan:
Yuutenb! yto mHe genatb, UTObbI

KaKaA nepBaA U3 Bcex 3anosegein?

29 o
Mucyc oTBeyan emy: nepsas U3 BCex 3anoseaei:

cnywai, U3pannb! Focnoab Bor Haw ectb Mocnoab




Hacnepo0BaTb XKU3Hb BEUHYHO?

%% OH e ckazan eMy: B 3aKOHEe YTO HanMcaHo? Kak
ynTaewsb?

>’ OH cka3an B OTBET: BO3MH0O6M [ocnopa bora TBOErO
BCEM CepaL.em TBOMM, 1 BCEKO AyLLEH TBOEK, U BCEHD
KPenocTuio TBOED, 1 BCEM pPa3yMeHMemM TBOUM, U
B6UXKHEro TBOEro, Kak camoro cebs.

Luke 10:25-27

eauHbIi;
* 11 Bo3nO6MU [ocnoga bora TBoero scem cepauem
TBOWM, W BCEIO AyLUEt0 TBOEK, M BCEM pa3yMeHUEM
TBOWM, W BCEIO KPEMNOCTUIO TBOEID, --BOT NepBas

3anoseab!

Ot lykn 18

OT Mapka 10:17

18
M cnpocun Ero HEKTO U3 Ha4yaNbCTBYHOLLMX:

Yuutenb 6narunii! uto mHe genatb, UTO6bI
HacneAo0BaTb }KU3Hb BEUHYI0?

Korga Bbixoann OH B NyTb, NoabexKan HeKTo, nan
npes Hum Ha KoneHu u cnpocun Ero:

Yuutenob 6narunii! uto MmHe genatb, UTO6bI
HAc/Ne[0BaThb XKU3Hb BEUHYO?

Mark tells two stories: Jesus’ encounter with the rich man in Mark 10 and the scribe who asks about
the greatest commandment in Mark 12. Luke copies the story from Mark 10, but when you come to
look for the story he will have found in Mark 12, it is not there. Instead he has transferred it to
earlier in gospel and used it as the basis for introducing the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke
10:25-29. He has, however, done more than that. Instead of the question which the scribe asks
according to Mark, "Which commandment is the first of all?"(kakas nepBas u3 Bcex 3anosezei?)
(12:29), he uses the same question which the rich man asked in Mark 10: “What must | do to inherit
eternal life?” (4To MHe AenaTb, YTOObI HACNEA0BaTb KM3Hb BEYHYHO?).

In this way Luke addresses the question of how to gain eternal life twice. Both times the answer is
similar. In the episode with the rich man in Luke 18, it is about keeping the commandments as Jesus
expounds them. In the encounter with the scribe on Luke 10, it is also about keeping the
commandments, loving God and loving one’s neighbour as oneself.

The parable of the Good Samaritan which immediately follows in Luke 10:30-37, makes the point
powerfully in three ways. First it reverses the normal expectations by making a Samaritan’s
compassion the model in a context where Samaritans were often despised. Second it depicts the
people who should have known God’s will, the Levites and priests who serve the temple, as failing to
follow the commandments as interpreted by Jesus and walking past without helping. They were
perhaps more concerned with issues of their own purity, although they were on their way home not
on their way to the temple. Thirdly, it begins by having the man ask: “Who is my neighbour?” (a kto
Mo 6amkHUn?) (10:29), but has Jesus turn this around. For instead, after telling the parable, Jesus
asks: “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?” (KTo 13 3Tux Tpoux, Aymaellb Tbl, 6bl1 61MKHMIA NonaswemMyca pasboriHukam?) (10:36).

It was not a matter of deciding who is my neighbour and who is not my neighbour, as if one can pick
and choose whom to love, but about being a neighbour, oneself, being a person who shows love and
compassion to all. The Jewish prophets had already spoken of God'’s priorities: “For | desire steadfast
love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt-offerings” (M6o A mnnoctu xouy, a He
»KepTBbl, 1 boroseaeHun bonee, Hexenun BcecoxkeHuit) (Hosea 6:6). The image of Jesus in Luke is of



one who reached out in compassion, both to the needy and to sinners. Luke’s Jesus speaks of God as
compassionate and this is the basic model for ethics in Luke.

John and Ethics

Finally a brief word about John, also like Matthew written in a community with a strongly Jewish
background. The biblical Law is never disparaged or set aside. It was God'’s gift to Israel and
foreshadowed what was to come in Jesus (1:16-17). Unlike in Matthew, however, it is no longer at
the centre of faith. Those Jewish believers who once hailed the Law as God’s Wisdom and Word, as
light, life, bread, and water, now see Jesus as alone the one who is God’s Wisdom and Word, the
true light, life, bread, and water. Love is the dominant theme. God loved the world (3:16). The
Father and Son share a relationship of mutual love into which the believers are also incorporated,
who are to love one another as Jesus has loved them (13:34-35). All ethical behaviour flows from
this, including concrete caring for others’ needs in a very material sense (1 John 3:17), and sharing
the faith in mission to others.

The Gospels and Ethics

There is a degree of diversity in the way the gospel writers approach ethics, especially the status of
biblical law. There is, however, also a unity which doubtless reflects Jesus’ own priorities, such as

"

when he said: ““The sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath”
(cy6boTa oA yenoseka, a He yenoseK gns cyb6otbl) (Mark 2:27). In his understanding of the nature
of God, people always mattered most, above all other concerns such as worship and ritual, which

are at the their best when they find their place in celebrating this truth.
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